
   

 

Congregational Clarion  

   Happy May everyone.  This 
article proves that there is life after 
Lent and Easter, as I’m writing 
these words to you in late April.  
As you can see we have a rather 
“fruity” theme going for this 
month’s (May 2019) installment of 
the church newsletter.  Please 
read in your Bible Galatians 5:22-
23 (fruits of the Spirit), and John 
15:1-17 (Jesus as the Vine, and 
we as the branches).  I will be 
using excerpts in this piece.  
Galatians 5:22-23 ESV  But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  (23)  

gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 

   As you can see the “fruits… of 
the Spirit” are examples of really 
good behavior, and not some kind 
of extraordinary spiritual 
manifestation.  But...these 
behaviors are to be exemplified in 
each of us who claim Christ Jesus 
as our risen Lord and Savior.  If 
these behaviors are not found in 
our lives, that we need to question 
further what is the nature of our 
relation to Christ.   

   Here is the scriptural basis for 
the above comments. 

John 15:5 ESV  I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do 

nothing. 

   Just like you cannot have a 
grape grow, mature, and 
reproduce when it is removed from 
the vine, neither can we grow, 

bear fruit, and create new 
believers when we are apart from 
Jesus, our one true vine.  Our 
support, sustenance and 
protection all come from us being 
closely attached to Jesus, our 
vine.  We cannot exist as 
Christians apart from Jesus the 
Vine. 

   Lets say that long ago you 
professed your faith in Jesus 
either in a Confirmation or 
believer’s baptism ceremony.  
That’s good!  But, what have you 
done since then to deepen your 
relationship with Jesus, to grow in 
your knowledge and love of Jesus 
and of the faith, and how have you 
been a part of the spread and 
growth of the Christian gospel? 

   Listen to these words of caution 
about “standing still” in the faith. 
John 15:2 ESV  Every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, 

that it may bear more fruit. 

   Have you considered that we all, 
who claim Jesus as Lord, have a 
growth mandate?  What the 
passage says to me is this:  grow 
in Christ or be removed from the 
vineyard.  Sounds harsh, but we 
have important work to do, and 
Jesus is depending on us to bear 
“good fruit”, and to make that fruit 
known and available to the whole 
world. Soon it will be apple 
blossom time in Wisconsin, which 
means fruit is on the way. 
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MAY IS A TIME FOR 
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KIND OF SEEDS WILL 
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 M E M B E R S  A N D  

F R I E N D S  

Golden Age Manor 
220 Scholl Street 
Amery, WI 54001 
(715) 268-7107 
Kathy Picotte 
Ruth Ream 

Willow Ridge 
400 Deronda Street 
Amery, WI 54001 
(715) 268-8171 

Riverbend 
475 Golfview Lane 

715.268.9949 
Beth Sorensen 
Water’s Edge    

410 Harriman Ave. 
Amery, WI 54001 

Betty Jansen 
 

Evergreen Village 
611 Harriman Avenue 

(715) 268-6640 
Marian Peterson 
Gussie Fennern 

Baldwin Care Center 
650 Birch St. 

Baldwin, WI 54002 
Mary Monson Apt. 27 

Memory Care 
215 Birch St. W 

Amery, WI 54001 
Dorothie Mueller 
Jeanne Murphy 
Evelyn Monteith 

Halverson 
Ginny Nelson 
Sylvia Utter 
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   05/02  Allan Foxwell     
           
  05/02  JoAnn Bjorkman     
           
  05/02  Wanda Burstad     
           
  05/04  Richard Wooldridge     
           
  05/06  Mason Henke     
           
  05/09  Darold Niccum     
           
  05/09  Vonnie Niccum     
           
  05/10  Sheldon Betzold     
           
  05/10  Shanon Hayes     
           
  05/13  Breauna Pitchford     
           

  05/14  Kate Bevington     
           
  05/15  David Waterman     
           
  05/15  Elizabeth Leonard     
           
  05/15  Annette Waggoner     
           
  05/18  Joseph Maukstad     
           
  05/19  Sophie Koch     
           
  05/20  Kristina Molls     
           
  05/21  Desiree Harris     
           
  05/22  Barry Eklund [V]     
           
  05/22  Hayden Leonard     
           

  05/23  Madisen Jackson     
           
  05/23  Cody Leavens     
           
  05/24  Marlene Luehman     
           
  05/24  Warren Henke     
           
  05/26  Emily O'Rourke     
           
  05/29  Tom Morris     
           
  05/31  Robert Gordon     
           
  05/31  Joyce Helland 

H A P P Y  

B I RT H DAY  

1) They are self motivated people  
2) Affection revolves around them 
3) They are big dreamers but never let go of re-
ality  
4) Miser or extravagant? They are confusing!  
5) Ever known a stubborn head? Meet people 
born in May 
6) They appreciate literature and arts 

7) Travelling compels them to their core  
8) They don’t find peace easily 
9) They are very diligent people 
10) Lovers beware from May born people! They 
are quite possessive.  
11) Even the smallest of things can annoy them 

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  O F  P E O P L E  B O R N  I N  M AY  

May is when spring has final-
ly sprung, and bright green 
blankets the outdoors. So, 
it’s only fitting the vi-

M AY  B I R T H S T O N E  I S  T H E  E M E R A L D  



   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 5th is the final Day to 
register for Summer Stretch if you wish to 
get a t-shirt.  
Summer Stretch is a fun, faith-filled 
summer ministry for youth who are 
currently in grades 4-12.  We will gather 
together on Wednesdays July 17, 24 and 
31 from 7:30am-4:30pm for a fun day of 
challenging and rewarding experiences. 
We will spend the morning doing service 
projects, have lunch together and spend 

the afternoon at a fun 
activity.  Our final 
event is a full day at 
Valley Fair on 
Wednesday August 
7th.  Summer Stretch 
is a great way to 
meet people, have 
fun and do 
something for 
others.  Cost is $90 

to participate; several fundraiser 
opportunities are available if financial 
assistance is needed. Registration forms 
can be found outside Charlotte's office 
door.  Please see her for more details! 

We d n e s d ay s  

 
May 1 - 3:30pm Homework & 
Hangout, 5:45pm family dinner, 6:30 we will 
deliver May Day baskets. Evening concludes 
at 7:30pm. 
 
May 8 - 3:30pm Homework & Hangout 
5:45pm family dinner, 6:30 pm WOW and 
youth group.  Evening concludes at 7:30pm. 
 
May 15 - 3:30pm Homework & 
Hangout. 6:00pm blessing of the pets, cook 
out.  Evening concludes at 7:30pm. 
 
May 22 - 3:30pm Homework & 
Hangout, 5:45pm family dinner, 6:30 Service 
Night—Yard Clean Up. Evening concludes 
at 7:30pm.  
 
May 29 -  3:30pm Homework & Hangout, 
5:45 family dinner 6:30pm 
Boomball!  Evening concludes at 7:30pm. 

Ruby’s Pantry Service and Fun Day 
 

Saturday May 11  
 

All Confirmation students are asked to help 
serve at Ruby’s Pantry and invite their 
Confirmation mentor to join them.  Following 
clean-up, we will head to Interstate Park for 
lunch and an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship.  Youth do NOT need to be in our 
Confirmation program to join us for the day - 
all middle school and high school youth are 
welcome 
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May 12 
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Youth Director Contact 

Information: 

Charlotte Gillen 
715.268.7390; ext. 12 

715.338.6929 (cell) 
Youth.ameryucc@gmail.com 

Blessing of the 
Pets 

 
Wednesday May 15th, 

following Homework & 

Hangout, our pets are 

invited at 5:30 pm to 

join us for outdoor fun 

with a photo boot, 

games and a picnic 

supper. 

Congo Youth Fundraiser Rummage Sale 
 

    Saturday May 25th 
    8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

 
You are invited to come check out the 
treasures; you never know if you might 
find that perfect vase, serving dish or 
maybe rooster head pez dispenser. 

 
Youth are asked to help work at our sale, as 
all proceeds help benefit our youth programs, 
including Summer Stretch. 

End of School Year Celebration! 
Wednesday  

May 29th 

 
Invite you friends and family for a fun end of school 
year celebration. We hope you will join us for 
sandwiches, ice-cream floats and boomball. 

Teacher Appreciation Sunday 
 
 

Join us for worship on Sunday, 
May 19 for a Teacher 
Appreciation Celebration 
before and after the service. 

God planted a seed 
of faith  
in our hearts,  
All we have to do is: 
Water it with prayers 
Fertilize it with 
words of God 
Cultivate it with lots 
of love. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FA M I LY  

TA B L E  
Please join us at the Congo 

Family Table on Wednesday, 
May 15 at 11:30 am .

  
Call Rae, the Church Lady,  
715-268-7390, by Sunday, 

May 12 to make your 
reservations.   

 
ALL ARE WELCOME 
Free Will Donation 

January, Trustees  
February, Diaconate  
March, Mission Team 
April, Missions & Social 
Concerns  

May, Primetimers  
June, Congregational Giving   
July, Christian Education  
August, To be Determined 
September, Women of Faith 

October, Youth  
November, Mission Team  
December, To Be 
Determined  

M E M O R I A L  D AY  

M o n d a y ,  M a y  2 7 t h  
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U S H E R S / G R E E T E R S / C O F F E E  H O S T S   

2019 SCHEDULE 

What is Memorial Day? 

Memorial Day is a United States federal holiday, commemorating those who have died in military 
service to their country. It is observed annually on the last Monday of May. 
 
Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day - an occasion to decorate the graves of 
the war dead - and was created in the aftermath of the American Civil War.  
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If you are a mom or grandmom, you are 
deserving of blessing and honor for who you 
are and for all you do. No matter what your age 
- single or married - here is a prayer of blessing 
for you for every good work, every good word, 
and for every act of love you have ever offered 
on behalf of the ones you love.. 
Dear Lord, 
Bless every mother and every grandmother 
with the finest of your spiritual blessings today. 
Confirm in her heart and spirit the work of her 
hands and the love that she has so freely given 
to those children under Your care. Validate her 
worth daily so she has no reason to doubt 
whether she is loved, valued, and cherished in 
the eyes of her Heavenly Father. 
Create in her a deep sense of your protection 
and trust, so that worry and fear will disappear 
as she places her loved ones into Your care. 
Let her know that every prayer she has prayed 
and every encouraging word she has spoken 
on behalf of her children/grandchildren has 
been transformed into sweet, fragrant offerings 
before Your throne. 
Whisper deep within her spirit the sweet words 
she longs to hear from You—that nothing can 
ever separate her from Your love. Help her to 
nestle daily into the promises of Your Word, 
standing with faith on the things You declare 
are true. Let her know that You reward 
faithfulness, but that true success doesn’t lie in 
her accomplishments or accolades. Let her rest 
in the knowledge that she has done all she 
can—and that she and those she loves—truly 
belong to you. Bless her with a servant spirit so 
she can teach her own the joy of hearing one 
day, “Well done!” 
Remove any guilt, false or real, and replace 
them with Your amazing grace and 
forgiveness. Help her see her children or 
grandchildren through Your eyes, knowing that 
in Your hands is the safest place they can ever 
be. Calm every doubt, and strengthen her 
confidence in the Only One who can bring 
good out of any situation. 
Teach her that she cannot meet every need of 

her child’s life, but that You can. Give her 
wisdom and guidance to train those precious 
children in Your path, and then to leave the 
results to You, Lord. Help her to love without 
limitations, to pray without ceasing, and to live 
without regrets. Bless her with such a sweet 
dependency on You that she will acknowledge 
her inadequacies, yet recognize and accept 
Your reward of praise—and Your sense of 
pleasure in having her as Your own beloved 
child. 
Where prayers may still seem unanswered, 
and dreams are not yet realized, open her eyes 
to see beyond this world to a Hope that never 
disappoints, and to a Father who will never 
leave or abandon her. Give her courage to 
persevere even in the most difficult moments of 
her life. Bless her with honesty, integrity, and a 
playfulness that shows her children she is 
human, yet unswerving in her desire know You. 
Let her joy be contagious; let her passion be 
pure; and let her life overflow with all the 
blessings she deserves—on special days, and 
on every day of her life. 
In Jesus’s name,  Amen. 
 

A  P R AY E R  O F  B L E S S I N G  F O R  M OT H E R S  &  

G R A N D M OT H E R S  
Rebecca Barlow Jordan– Reprinted from Crosswalk.com 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
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Paul was an extraordinary man. He knew how 
to rejoice when things went well. But, as the 
Lord said, even the gentiles rejoice when things 
go well. Nothing especially Christian about that. 
What is extraordinary about Paul is how 
unbelievably durable his joy was when things 
weren’t going well. For example: “I am 
overflowing with joy in all 
our affliction” (2 Corinthians 
7:4). Or “Now I rejoice in 
my sufferings for your 
sake” (Colossians 1:24). 
Where did this come from? 
First of all it was taught by 
Jesus: “Blessed are you 
when men hate you ... Be 
glad in that day, and leap 
for joy, for behold, your 
reward is great in 
heaven” (Luke 6:22-23). 
Troubles for Jesus 
compound your interest in 
heaven—which last a lot longer than earth. 
Second, it comes from the Holy Spirit, not our 
own efforts or imagination or family upbringing. 
“The fruit of the Spirit is ... joy” (Galatians 5:22). 
“You received the word in much tribulation 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit” (1Thessalonians 
1:6). 
Third, it comes from belonging to the kingdom 
of God. “The kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). 
Fourth, it comes through faith, that is, from 
believing God. “Now may the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in 

believing” (Romans 15:13). “I know that I shall 
remain and continue with you all for your 
progress and joy of faith” (Philippians 1:25). 
Fifth, it comes from seeing and knowing Jesus 
as Lord. “Rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Philippians 4:4). 
Sixth, it comes from fellow believers who work 

hard to help us focus on 
these sources of joy, 
rather than deceitful 
circumstances. “We 
are workers with you for 
your joy” (2 Corinthians 
1:24). 
Seventh, it comes from 
the sanctifying effects of 
tribulations. “We 
also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about 
perseverance; and 
perseverance, proven 

character; and proven character, 
hope” (Romans 5:3-4). “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. And let endurance have its perfect 
result, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4). 
If we are not yet like Paul, he calls us to be. “Be 
imitators of me as I am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 
11:1). And for most of us this is a call to earnest 
prayer. It is a supernatural life. 
Learning Paul-type joy, 
Article by  
John Piper 

W H E R E  D O E S  J OY  C O M E  F R O M ?  
 
 

Plant 
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Church Council Minutes 
 
April 09, 2019 
 
Moderator, Sheldon Betzold, Trustees, Chad Leonard, Diaconate, Sherry Monson, Missions & 
Social Concerns,Shannon Hayes,  Recording Secretary, Absent, Christian Education, absent, 
Pastor; Barry schaefer, Clerk, Sandy Morris, Financial Secretary, absent, Treasurer, absent, 
Congregational Giving, Abby Anderson & Rae Woolridge. 
 
Barry opened with prayer.   
Minutes: March minutes were read, Chad motioned to accept, Shannon 2nd, passed. 
Treasurer: Chad presented the February report. Year to date expense, $2,513 over budget.  
And income, $10,372 under budget. Sandy moved to accept, Abby 2nd, motion passed 
 
                    Chad then presented the report for March.  Year to date Expense was $13.70 
over budget.  Income was $10,585 under budget. Terrific progress on controlling expenses.  
However, income shortfall continues to be a concern. Abby moved to accept, Rae 2nd, motion 
passed. 
Financial Secretary: March income $20,719.  Walleye dinner net income $1,362. 
 Clerk: No changes 168 members. 
Youth Director: Written report highlighting the many things youth have been doing. 
Trustees:  No report.  April meeting scheduled for April 14th. 
Christian Education:  Written report. VBS scheduled for June 23-27 for ages 3 years -5th 
grade.  Congregational Church is hosting. Sunday, May 19th is the last day of Sunday school.  
Deacons: Meeting canceled for lefse making commitments.  
Congregational Giving:  Topics discussed...1) Sunday School offering jars for the all the stu-
dents. The kids will take them home then bring them back the 2nd Sunday of the month. 2) 
Stewardship Minute….  April 7th- Duane Morris, April 21st East-
er- none.  May 5th Talking about giving time to your church. May 
19th-Abby will present brochures for memorial and celebratory 
funds/gifts. 3) Sending out mid-year updates & thank you’ s to 
our givers. Barry will talk about 5 year mark on Memorial fund. 
Rae brought up putting dates on the leaves of the Tree of Life. 
She will get pricing when she has her mother’s leaf updated.  
Then report back the cost & then this option will be available for 
current & future leaves.  Next meeting is May 19th. 
Missions & Social Concerns:  Totes will be for the Backpack pro-
gram.  Donations from Soup Supper will be given to Northwoods 
Homeless Shelter and Amery Ambulance.  March Noisy Kettle 
money, $175.00, was donated to Amery Canine Unit.  
Pastor’s Report: Written  
Monthly calendar was reviewed.  
Old Business: None.  
New Business: April 28th is the Annual Meeting.  Discussed the 
sound quality of the Lenten services video.  
Next Council meeting is Tuesday, May 14th. 
Abby moved to adjourn, and Shannon seconded. Motion passed.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Moderator, Sheldon Betzold. 
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Pastor’s Report for  
FEBRUARY MARCH 2019 

 
 
I  AREAS OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 
     (February) 

1. We finally “got our winter” this month.  It seems like all we did was plow snow, deal with cold 
days, and try to keep the church running as smoothly as possible.  We follow the Amery 
School Schedule, and did indeed loose some valuable Youth Wednesday instructional peri-
ods.  We did not cancel any of the February Sundays, though Feb. 24

th
. attendance looked 

like it (37 recorded attendance)… such is ministry in winter. 

2. Beyond the “regular” duties for February, I had the chance to help deliver “Pillows”  which 
were made by our youth to shut-ins.  They were greatly appreciated.  Please remember, that 
if I am to help deliver them, my communion schedule is to be on the road on the first Thurs-
day and Friday of each month.  With Valentines in the middle of the month, this means that 
some of our residents did not receive their valentines until March 1

st
.   

3. The $$Money class struggles to find child-care.  Our adult child-care givers have all gone on 
to other endeavors and no other adult has stepped up to help.  What this means is this, 
where once I was able to not “burn up”  every  Thursday evening with class, I now have to 
do this.  When class is moved to Thursday, then I can use three Youth Group members, as 
this day does not interfere with their Wednesday night activities. 

       (March) 

1. March began as much of a February repeat as possible, 
with cold and snow, but things began to moderate a bit 
weather wise. 

2. March 3, the Wills, Estates, and Tax Seminar was held af-
ter church.  The attendance was light, but the discussion 
was lively.  Many thanks to Byrnes Law Office, and Carlson 
Assoc. CPA (Dirk Prindle)  These guys were great, they 
fielded many difficult questions, and to my thinking, the 
guests were well satisfied with their responses.  Thanks to 
all who attended. 

3. March 6, Lent began with Ash Wednesday.  Soup suppers 
began on Ash Wednesday  as well.  Our ashes were from 
last Year’s Palm Sunday, and all of these things do indeed 
tie together.  One point of interest; one new youth member, attending the service, had never 
had ashes and we found out later had never been exposed to Communion before.  So, with 
my wife giving a “crash course” as to what Communion was, and with a follow up question, 
“Do you understand what you are about to do? And do you still want to receive Communion, 
the youth said, “Yes”.  You see our youth are truly our mission field! 

 

II Other Ministry  

1. FUNERAL: 2/2/19 Robert Wulf, at Williamson’s Funeral home, non-member  


